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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
The Honorable Board of Supervisors 45 September 17, 2013
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 2‘,0{“ ﬂ
Los Angeles, California 90012 SACHI A. HAMAI
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Dear Supervisors:

ACCEPT GRANT AWARD FROM THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF
JUSTICE, NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF JUSTICE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2013
DNA BACKLOG REDUCTION PROGRAM
(ALL DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES)

SUBJECT

Request Board approval authorizing the Sheriff of Los Angeles County (County) to accept and
execute a grant award in the amount of $800,000 from the United States Department of Justice
(DQJ), Office of Justice Programs (OJP), National Institute of Justice (NIJ) for the Fiscal Year (FY)
2013 DNA Backlog Reduction Program (DNA Program).

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1. Approve and authorize the Sheriff, as an agent for the County, to accept and execute the attached
Grant Award Agreement Number 2013-DN-BX-0094 (Agreement) with the NIJ in the amount of
$800,000 with no match requirement to fund the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department’s
(Department) Scientific Services Bureau, Crime Lab, for the grant period from October 1, 2013,
through March 31, 2015.

2. Delegate authority to the Sheriff, or his designee, to execute the Attached: (1) Standard
Assurances; and (2) Certifications Regarding Lobbying; Debarment, Suspension and Other
Responsibility Matters; Drug-Free Workplace Requirements; and to submit all required grant
documents, including, but not limited to, applications, agreements, Memoranda of Understanding,
amendments, modifications, augmentations, extensions, payment requests, and grant renewals that
may be necessary for completion of the project.


lsmitherman
Adopt stamp

lsmitherman
Typewritten Text
45	 September 17, 2013


The Honorable Board of Supervisors
9/17/2013
Page 2

3. Delegate authority to the Sheriff, as an agent for the County, to apply and submit a grant
application to NIJ for the DNA Program in future fiscal years and to execute all required grant
application documents, including assurances and certifications, when and if such future funding
becomes available.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The objectives of the NIJ’'s DNA Program are to reduce the number of forensic cases awaiting DNA
analysis in the Department’s backlog, to assist partnering outside police agencies with improving
their DNA analysis capacity, and to purchase equipment and supplies to improve DNA analysis
capacity. To successfully achieve the objectives of this DNA Program, the Department will use the
funds to reduce and prevent casework backlog through analyst overtime, increase capacity of the
biology section by purchasing equipment, and provide required continuing education to the analysts.

Funds in the amount of $800,000 will be used for Salaries and Employee Benefits ($266,350 -
overtime only for Senior Criminalist and Supervising Criminalist), Services and Supplies ($505,217 -
forensic casework supply items, consultant fees, training, registration fees, and travel expenses),
and Capital Assets ($28,433 - forensic instruments/equipment).

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

This program supports the County’s Strategic Plan, Goal 1, Operational Effectiveness, maximizing
the effectiveness of the process, structure, and operations to support timely delivery of customer-
oriented and efficient public services; and Goal 3, Integrated Services Delivery, maximizing the
opportunities to measurably improve client and community outcomes and leverage resources
through the continuous integration of health, community, and public safety services.

With the grant funds being directed toward assisting the Department in improving the operations of
the Crime Lab, the Department will be given the opportunity to complete its mission more effectively
and efficiently, as well as maintain the safety and security of the residents of the County.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

This will be the 10th year of funding for the DNA Program. The total project cost is $800,000 without
a match requirement. This funding will be included in the Department’s FY 2013-14 Supplemental
Budget Request.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

On May 24, 2013, the Department submitted an application in response to NIJ’'s
FY 2013 DNA Program grant solicitation. Upon review of the Department’s application, NIJ selected
the Department to be a grant recipient of $800,000 with no match requirement.

The Grant Award Agreement will be in effect for 18 months from October 1, 2013, through March 31,
2015.

This Board letter has been reviewed by County Counsel
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IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The DNA Program may create workload increases for the County’s justice departments as suspects
are identified from offender databases and subsequently charged with a crime. The Department has
made contact with each of the County justice departments. The DNA Program will have a minimal
impact on the District Attorney’s Office services, which can be managed with existing resources
while the Public Defender indicated it will impact their services, but is unable to determine the extent
of impact.

This grant will have a positive impact on current services by improving the capacity to analyze DNA.

CONCLUSION

Upon Board approval, please return two individually adopted copies of this Board letter to the
Department’s Grants Unit.

Sincerely,

m’i@w

LEROY D. BACA
Sheriff

LDB:BBB:bbb
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